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Following is a summary of important business news published in the leading daily newspapers of Bangladesh. For
the complete news, please follow the online link given below each news. Please note that the news summary doesn’t
reflect the opinion of BRAC EPL Stock Brokerage Limited.

Macro:
Japan atop the list of foreign aid providers

= Japan tops the list of foreign-aid disbursers as the donor has enhanced the release of its funds to Bangladesh over
the years, officials said on Tuesday. Historically the largest donor of Bangladesh, Japan disbursed the highest USD
610.98 Mn during the July-November period of this fiscal year (FY), 2023-24.

https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/economy/bangladesh/japan-atop-the-list-of-foreign-aid-providers

Debt-ridden cos cleared to take forex loans

= Despite debt-equity ratio of some private companies already having crossed the permissible limits, they have been
allowed to take foreign-currency loans from multilateral lenders while Bangladesh reels from depleting foreign-
exchange reserves.

https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/economy/debt-ridden-cos-cleared-to-take-forex-loans

No VAT on port services for exporters: NBR

= Export-oriented industries in Bangladesh will no longer have to pay value-added tax (VAT) on port services for raw
material imports and finished goods exports, according to a new directive issued by the National Board of Revenue
(NBR).

https://www.tbsnews.net/nbr/no-vat-port-services-exporters-nbr-769014
Private sector foreign loan repayment USD 5.21 Bn higher than receipt in 11 months

= Bangladeshi businesses repaid USD 5.21 Bn more in principal and interest for short-term foreign debt than loan
receipt in the first 11 months of 2023.

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/private-sector-foreign-loan-repayment-521b-higher-receipt-11-months-769058

Seven major sectors fell from grace as export dropped

= Export of engineering products, including bicycles, which recorded roughly USD 800 Mn in FY22, are on the decline
for the second consecutive year while the sector for woven garments, the second-largest export earner after knitwear,
has also found itself on the list of sectors suffering from falling export earnings..

https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/seven-major-sectors-fell-grace-export-dropped-3510136

Sector & Industry:

TRADE | Chattogram customs sees 4% growth in revenues amid falling imports

= The Chattogram Custom House witnessed a 4% revenue growth year-on-year in 2023 despite nearly 6% fall in
imports through the country's largest Chattogram port.

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/ctg-customs-revenue-falls-below-six-month-target-still-sees-9-yoy-growth-768930
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Stocks:
YPL | Yeakin Polymer's ownership transfer again gets BSEC nod

= The securities regulator again approved the transfer of sponsor-director shares of publicly listed Yeakin Polymer
Limited to Kapita Packaging Solutions Limited—a non-listed firm.

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/stocks/yeakin-polymers-ownership-transfer-again-gets-bsec-nod-769046
BANKASI1PB | Bank Asia first perpetual bond trading begins

= Bank Asia First Perpetual Bond, listed in the corporate bond sector of the capital market, started trading from January
1.

https://www.thedailystar.net/business/banking/news/bank-asia-first-perpetual-bond-trading-begins-3510061
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World Stock and Commodities*

Index Name Close Value Value Change YTD % Change YTD
Crude Oil (WTI)* USD 72.97 USD 1.32 1.84%
Crude Oil (Brent)* USD 78.42 uUSD 1.38 1.79%
Gold Spot* USD 2,042.74 (USD 20.24) -0.98%
DSEX 6,236.07 -10.42 -0.17%
S&P 500 4,704.81 -65.02 -1.36%
FTSE 100 7,682.33 -50.91 -0.66%
BSE SENSEX 71,356.50 -883.76 -1.22%
KSE-100 64,685.70 2,306.29 3.70%
CSEALL 10,684.28 30.12 0.28%

Exchange Rates

1 US Dollar =109.63 BDT
1 GBP =138.93 BDT

1 Euro=119.82 BDT
1INR=1.31BDT
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IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES

Analyst Certification: Each research analyst and research associate who authored this document and
whose name appears herein certifies that the recommendations and opinions expressed in the research
report accurately reflect their personal views about any and all of the securities or issuers discussed therein
that are within the coverage universe.

Disclaimer: Estimates and projections herein are our own and are based on assumptions that we believe
to be reasonable. Information presented herein, while obtained from sources we believe to be reliable, is
not guaranteed either as to accuracy or completeness. Neither the information nor any opinion expressed
herein constitutes a solicitation of the purchase or sale of any security. As it acts for public companies from
time to time, BRAC-EPL may have a relationship with the above-mentioned company(s). This report is
intended for distribution in only those jurisdictions in which BRAC-EPL is registered and any distribution
outside those jurisdictions is strictly prohibited.

Compensation of Analysts: The compensation of research analysts is intended to reflect the value of the
services they provide to the clients of BRAC-EPL. As with most other employees, the compensation of
research analysts is impacted by the overall profitability of the firm, which may include revenues from
corporate finance activities of the firm's Corporate Finance department. However, Research analysts'
compensation is not directly related to specific corporate finance transaction.

General Risk Factors: BRAC-EPL will conduct a comprehensive risk assessment for each company under
coverage at the time of initiating research coverage and revisit this assessment when subsequent update
reports are published, or material company events occur. Following are some general risks that can impact
future operational and financial performance: (1) Industry fundamentals with respect to customer demand
or product / service pricing could change expected revenues and earnings; (2) Issues relating to major
competitors or market shares or new product expectations could change investor attitudes; (3) Unforeseen
developments with respect to the management, financial condition or accounting policies alter the
prospective valuation; or (4) Interest rates, currency or major segments of the economy could alter investor
confidence and investment prospects.
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