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Following is a summary of important business news published in the leading daily newspapers of Bangladesh. For
the complete news, please follow the online link given below each news. Please note that the news summary doesn’t
reflect the opinion of BRAC EPL Stock Brokerage Limited.

Macro:
Over 200 tariff lines set for rationalisation

m Bangladesh is preparing another round of tariff rationalisation in the next fiscal year, cutting or easing protective
duties on more than 200 imported goods, as part of a wider effort to modernise the trade system ahead of graduation
from least developed country (LDC) status. Bangladesh currently has 7,611 tariff lines.

https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/over-200-tariff-lines-set-rationalisation-4178101

USD 1 Tn economy, 10 Mn jobs: Govt charts new growth path

= Exiting the traditional five-year plan model, the BNP government has drafted a five-year Strategic Framework aimed
at shifting Bangladesh's economy from fragility to prosperity. The plan seeks to lift investment to 40% of GDP by
FY31, from 31% at present, while raising revenue to 11% from 9%. It outlines a three-tier action plan for phased
economic transformation: the first year focused on recovery and stabilisation, the next two on restoration, and the
final two on reconstruction.

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/1tn-economy-1cr-jobs-govt-charts-new-growth-path-1441931

Apart from NCT, race on for two other Ctg port terminals

= Amid negotiations over leasing Chattogram port’s New Mooring Container Terminal (NCT), attention has now turned
to two other key facilities of the seaport as an increasing number of foreign and local operators are showing interest
in making investments and running those terminals. The port has four main container and cargo terminals - General
Cargo Berth (GCB), Chittagong Container Terminal (CCT), NCT, and Patenga Container Terminal (PCT).

https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/apart-nct-race-two-other-ctg-port-terminals-4178106

Yields on T-bills dip

= The cut-off yield on 91-day T-bills fell to 10.17 % from 10.19 % previously. Also, the yield on 182-day T-bills declined
to 10.47 % from 10.50%, while the 364-day T-bill yield dropped to 10.65 % from 10.67%.

https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/yields-on-t-bills-dip-1779038944

Airbus submits fresh 10-aircraft proposal to Biman

m European aircraft manufacturer Airbus has submitted a fresh proposal to Biman Bangladesh Airlines to sell 10
aircraft, just weeks after Biman signed a USD 3.7 Bn deal with US plane manufacturer Boeing.

https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/aviation/news/airbus-submits-fresh-10-aircraft-proposal-biman-4177771

India outbids US to become 2nd-biggest BD trading partner

= India accounted for 8.47 % or BDT 123.28 Bn of Bangladesh's total external trade - both export and import. The US
closely followed with an 8.46% share, or BDT 123.17 Bn.

https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/last-page/india-outbids-us-to-become-2nd-biggest-bd-trading-partner-1779038792
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New Zealand assures BD of extending DFQF facility after LDC graduation

m New Zealand has assured Bangladesh of extending duty-free and quota-free (DFQF) facility and preferential market
access even after its graduation from LDC.

https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/trade-market/new-zealand-assures-bd-of-extending-dfqf-facility-after-ldc-graduation-
1779035878

Bangladesh ranks second globally with 17 IMO-authorised ship recycling yards

m Bangladesh has become the world's second-largest nation for compliant ship recycling following the inclusion of 17
domestic yards in the International Maritime Organisation's official global list under the Hong Kong Convention.

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/bangladesh-ranks-second-globally-17-imo-authorised-ship-recycling-yards-1441936

Sector and Industries:

BANK | Five merged banks have collateral for only 25pc loans

m The collateral backing five crisis-ridden Islamic banks covers only about one-fourth of their total loans, exposing
deep risks for depositors, investors and shareholders despite Bangladesh Bank’s ongoing repayment efforts that
have already returned BDT 38.87 Bn to around 822,000 depositors. According to a forensic report prepared by the
Bangladesh Bank, the five banks had only BDT 450 Bn in collateral against the total outstanding loans worth BDT
1.92 Tn at the end of April 2026.

https://www.newagebd.net/post/banking/300067/five-merged-banks-have-collateral-for-only-25pc-loans

TELECOM | Bangla Phone gets govt nod for NTTN licence

m The government has approved a Nationwide Telecommunication Transmission Network (NTTN) licence for Bangla
Phone. The company’s earlier bid was rejected by the interim government. This makes Bangla Phone the seventh
company in the country to receive this licence.

https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/bangla-phone-gets-govt-nod-nttn-licence-4178076

Stocks:
EXCHANGE | BSEC moves to pull-back BDT 2.25 Bn stabilisation fund from ICB

m Bangladesh Securities and Exchange Commission (BSEC) directed the Capital Market Stabilisation Fund (CMSF)
to pull back BDT 2.25 Bn fund from the Investment Corporation of Bangladesh (ICB) that was lent for the investment
in the capital market. The government has decided to change the purposes of the stabilisation fund that no funds to
be lent to the intermediaries, and funds only will be used to settle investors' claims.

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/stocks/bsec-moves-pull-back-tk225cr-stabilisation-fund-icb-1441816

EXCHANGE | Govt to form capital market reform commission

m The government is planning to form a capital market reform commission to bring transparency and restore investor
confidence, according to officials at the Ministry of Finance.

https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/govt-form-capital-market-reform-commission-4178086

EXCHANGE | Tainted auditors set to be barred from capital market panels

m The Bangladesh Securities and Exchange Commission is set to tighten oversight of listed company audits by barring
audit firms and partners with records of corruption, criminal conviction or regulatory sanctions from its audit panels.

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/stocks/tainted-auditors-set-be-barred-capital-market-panels-1441796


https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/trade-market/new-zealand-assures-bd-of-extending-dfqf-facility-after-ldc-graduation-1779035878
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/trade-market/new-zealand-assures-bd-of-extending-dfqf-facility-after-ldc-graduation-1779035878
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/bangladesh-ranks-second-globally-17-imo-authorised-ship-recycling-yards-1441936
https://www.newagebd.net/post/banking/300067/five-merged-banks-have-collateral-for-only-25pc-loans
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/bangla-phone-gets-govt-nod-nttn-licence-4178076
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/stocks/bsec-moves-pull-back-tk225cr-stabilisation-fund-icb-1441816
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/economy/news/govt-form-capital-market-reform-commission-4178086
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/stocks/tainted-auditors-set-be-barred-capital-market-panels-1441796

BRAC EPL Important News Snippets

STOCK BROKERAGE LTD Monday, May 18, 2026
research@bracepl.com

EXCHANGE | Listed foreign firms' Q1 earnings slump amid stubborn inflation, energy disruptions

m This year has so far brought no relief to listed multinational companies (MNCs), with earnings declining in the first
quarter compared to the same period last year as inflation has not let up.

https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/stock-corporate/listed-foreign-firms-q1-earnings-slump-amid-stubborn-inflation-energy-
disruptions-1779033446
BDFINANCE | Bangladesh Finance continues recovery with 120% profit jump

= Non-bank financial institution Bangladesh Finance posted a 120% year-on-year jump in Q126 profit to BDT 20.71
Mn, supported by higher investment income and the reversal of provisions.

https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/stock-corporate/bangladesh-finance-continues-recovery-with-120%-profit-jump-
1779033487
PRAGATIINS | Pragati Insurance moves into credit bureau sector

m Pragati Insurance PLC is set to diversify its investment portfolio by investing BDT 30 Mn in the proposed First
National Credit Bureau Limited (FNCBL), which will give the company a 30% ownership stake.

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/stocks/pragati-insurance-moves-credit-bureau-sector-1441826

EXCHANGE | Royal Footwear again seeks BDT 120 Mn via SME platform to boost exports

m The company has recently re-submitted its application to the Bangladesh Securities and Exchange Commission
(BSEC) to issue 12 Mn shares under the fixed-price method through an Initial Qualified Investor Offer (IQIO).

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/stocks/royal-footwear-again-seeks-BDT12cr-sme-platform-boost-exports-1441801
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Stock and Commodities*

Index Name Close Value Value Change YTD % Change YTD
Crude Oil (WTI)* USD 107.26 USD 49.83 86.77%
Crude Oil (Brent)* USD 110.47 USD 49.62 81.54%
Gold Spot* USD 4,541.34 USD 200.34 4.62%
DSEX 5,226.18 360.85 7.42%
S&P 500 7,408.50 509.68 7.39%
FTSE 100 10,195.37 263.99 2.66%
BSE SENSEX 75,237.99 -9,5655.59 -11.27%
KSE-100 165,596.06 -8,458.24 -4.86%
CSEALL 22,905.75 281.44 1.24%

Exchange Rates

1 US Dollar = 122.88 BDT
1 GBP =163.65 BDT

1 Euro = 142.80 BDT
1INR =1.28 BDT
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IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES

Analyst Certification: Each research analyst and research associate who authored this document and
whose name appears herein certifies that the recommendations and opinions expressed in the research
report accurately reflect their personal views about any and all of the securities or issuers discussed therein
that are within the coverage universe.

Disclaimer: Estimates and projections herein are our own and are based on assumptions that we believe
to be reasonable. Information presented herein, while obtained from sources we believe to be reliable, is
not guaranteed either as to accuracy or completeness. Neither the information nor any opinion expressed
herein constitutes a solicitation of the purchase or sale of any security. As it acts for public companies from
time to time, BRAC-EPL may have a relationship with the above-mentioned company(s). This report is
intended for distribution in only those jurisdictions in which BRAC-EPL is registered and any distribution
outside those jurisdictions is strictly prohibited.

Compensation of Analysts: The compensation of research analysts is intended to reflect the value of the
services they provide to the clients of BRAC-EPL. As with most other employees, the compensation of
research analysts is impacted by the overall profitability of the firm, which may include revenues from
corporate finance activities of the firm's Corporate Finance department. However, Research analysts'
compensation is not directly related to specific corporate finance transaction.

General Risk Factors: BRAC-EPL will conduct a comprehensive risk assessment for each company under
coverage at the time of initiating research coverage and revisit this assessment when subsequent update
reports are published, or material company events occur. Following are some general risks that can impact
future operational and financial performance: (1) Industry fundamentals with respect to customer demand
or product / service pricing could change expected revenues and earnings; (2) Issues relating to major
competitors or market shares or new product expectations could change investor attitudes; (3) Unforeseen
developments with respect to the management, financial condition or accounting policies alter the
prospective valuation; or (4) Interest rates, currency or major segments of the economy could alter investor
confidence and investment prospects.

BRAC EPL Stock Brokerage Limited

Research
Salim Afzal Shawon, CFA Head of Research salim@bracepl.com 01708 805 221
Fahim Hassan Research Analyst fahim.hassan@bracepl.com 01709 636 546
Hossain Zaman Towhidi Khan Research Analyst hztowhidi.khan@bracepl.com 01708 805 224
Foysal Ahmed, CFA Research Analyst foysal.ahmed@bracepl.com 01708 805 201
S M Toufique Imran Research Analyst smtoufique.imran@bracepl.com 01708 805 228
Tasviha Taher Trishila Research Associate tasviha.trishila@bracepl.com 01730 701 733

International Trade and Sales

Kumaresh Saha CEO (Acting) kumaresh@bracepl.com

BRAC EPL Stock Brokerage Limited

www.bracepl.com

Symphony, Plot No.: S.E.(F) — 9(3rd Floor), Road No.: 142
Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka — 1212

Phone: + (88)-02-222282446-47

Fax: + (88)-02-222282452

E-Mail: research@bracepl.com


http://www.bracepl.com/

